Dear Parents and Carers,

First of all, we would just like to say a big
welcome to all of the new and existing parents
and carers of learners in Year 1. Ms Katya, Ms
Harriet and Ms Leynda are really excited about
this new year at Nexus. We hope that your
child will enjoy this opportunity to learn and
explore with us!

Throughout this term, along with the assistant
teacher, we will be providing a nurturing
environment to help encourage the learners
both academically and socially. We also look
forward to working with you during this year
to help provide a holistic experience for your
child. We encourage any comments and
suggestions you might have in regards to your
child’s learning experience.

Curriculum content for Term 1 2017 - 2018
Literacy and Language

Awareness At this stage, we encourage inventive
spelling, as it helps the children
practise their knowledge of sounds and
blends. Once they are confident with
expressing themselves on paper
without the worry of ‘correct’ spelling,
we begin to draw more attention to

spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Being able to read and write are vital
skills that allow access to learning in
other areas. In the first half term, we
concentrate on developing and
improving these skills. We will also focus
on developing the children’s confidence
as readers and writers.

The learners will revise previously learnt ~ We will introduce or consolidqte the
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simple captions, lists, instructions, fiction and non fiction stories, helping
recounts, information texts and short the learners to become more familiar
stories. with story structure and to develop a

love of reading and writing.
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Mandarin

This term, Mandarin will tackle two
topics, All about me and Celebrations.
Learners will be learning about simple
greetings, introducing themselves,
numbers, birthdays, dates and
festivals. Our teaching goal is to focus
more on learning language skills, such
as simple oral expression, simple
grammatical constructions and simple
oral comprehension. We will integrate
the usage of PinYin (spelling Chinese
words with the special phonetic
sounds) to help learners pronounce
the words correctly. We also
introduce the complete set of strokes’
name to help them how to write the
Chinese characters.

Bahasa Melayu

In Bahasa Malaysia, we will be
starting off with basics of the
language including phonics, greetings
and self introduction. As an extended
learning, they will engage in activities
such as dialogues and role play with
peers. For the second half term,
learners will be learning about festive
celebrations in Malaysia. They will
also learn to say the days and months
in the targeted language.
Ad(ditionally, they will be learning
numbers 1-30. Learners will be
exposed to different aspects of
Malaysian culture including some
folklore and songs. In grammar, we
will be focusing on common nouns.

Bahasa Integration

In Bahasa Integration, we will start
with learning and recognising the
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Malaysia National Anthem. Learners
will be exploring the colourful and
multi-cultural Malaysia. We will be
looking at maps and locating where
our home and host country is.
Learners will also learn how to say
their family members, parts of body,
feelings and favourite colours in the
Malay language

For the next half term, Year 1 will
learn to say different jobs and
workplace in Bahasa. Malaysia.
Learners will have the chance to learn
and share what they want to be when
they grow up in the target language.
They will also be finding out about
jobs in Malaysia that they might not
be able to find in some other
countries. What do you think they
are?

Spanish

This term, Spanish will learn about
two topics ‘Introductions’ and ‘All
About Me’. Learners will develop an
understanding of simple greetings,
introductions, numbers, birthdays,
dates and celebrations. Our teaching
goal is to focus on language learning
skills, such as simple oral expression,
simple grammatical constructions and
simple oral comprehension. Learners
will also be introduced to basic
phonic reading. Learners are
encouraged to communicate in the
target language as much as possible
through a range of simple speaking,
listening, reading and writing

Our library day is Tuesdays (1N) and
Wednesdays (1E). Each learner can
borrow one book a week, as long as
the previous book has been returned.
Please use the library bag provided.
The library is also open at other times
for children to go with parents to
change books if they wish.

Most weeks we will give you an
outline of work covered in the last
week and ideas of how you can
support this learning at home.

Activities are set to consolidate or
extend learning, and take a wide
variety of forms. Parents are often
concerned that the children are too
tired to complete the work, or are
reluctant to do so. Please remember
they participate in a long and very
full day at school and they tire easily
and need time just to play, relax and
develop their own ideas. We
encourage the children to be
enthusiastic about homework, but in
Year 1 we understand if it is not
always completed.

Doing a small game or activity with
your child willingly and enjoying it
together is more productive than
forcing them to complete work when
their minds are elsewhere!

Some activities however, like research
or questionnaires are needed to

complete work in class.
We recommend that you always read
the Home Learning section on the

website as it often contains important
information.

Try and read or share a book with
your child every night. This is the most
valuable part of home learning in
year 1. School reading scheme books
will be changed where appropriate,
please sign the diary when you have
read the book together. Don't stop at
reading scheme books! Lots of stories
will help to develop your child's
vocabulary and imagination.




Dear Parents,

Over the next 8 weeks those of us
in Year 1 will be following a unit of
) work on a theme
# ¥ that focuses on
q ‘Ourselves’. The
IPC curriculum sets
-

ri-

out very clearly
what children will
learn - the learning
goals - in three different areas:

1. The subjects of the curriculum.
The learning goals for each of
these subjects are at least as
challenging as anything taught
in the curriculum in your child’s
own country. In many cases,
the learning goals are more
challenging.

2. Personal development - the
characteristics which will help
children become more
responsible, independent
learners.

3. International understanding -
which will help children
develop both a sense of the
independence of their own
country and culture and the
interdependence between
countries and cultures.

Each unit of work is based around
specific targets derived from the
learning goals for one or more of
the subjects. During this unit we will
be focusing on Society, Art,
Physical Education, Science,
Geography and International. The
learning areas and learning goals
are listed below.

All of the work we are going to do
has been specially written to help

your child reach the learning goals.
Children will be reading,
researching, writing, illustrating,
working on their own and working
in groups. We will be checking to
see how well your child has
learned through particular activities
and asking children to explain their
work, perhaps to you.

We already know the interest you
take in your child’s work. If you
can, please discuss with your child
the work they have done as the
term progresses and let them teach
you.

The children will be asking
questions about themselves, their
siblings and other family members
when they were young. We might
ask to borrow photographs of your
child as a baby and as a toddler
and also pictures of other family
members for discussion and
display.

If your child has some work to
research, please help them - but
without actually doing the work. If
you have the change to further
their interest in the ideas of this
theme please take

it - but your enthusiasm and
interest is most important.

By the end of the unit, we hope
your child has achieved all of the
learning targets. We hope they
have had an enjoyable time in the
classroom. And we hope you have
enjoyed seeing your child work
with enthusiasm. If you have any
comments about the work your
child has done, please get in touch.

Personal Goals:




In Geography:

We'll be finding out:

o Which countries we or our
ancestors have come from

o How to find our local area on a
map

o About different countries we have
lived in

In International:

We'll be finding out:

o About the different home countries
our class mates are from

o About the way children in our host
country and home countries live

In Society:

We'll be finding out:

o About the different groups we
belong to

o About the things that make us feel

happy
¢ How to deal with anger

¢ How to stay safe

¢ How to make an emergency phone
call

In Art:

We'll be finding out:

¢ How to draw portraits and self-
portraits

« How to take a portrait photograph

o About portraits by famous painters
and sculotors

In Physical Education:
We'll be finding out:

o What activities we can do well
« How we can stay fit and strong

In Science:

We'll be finding out:

« About our bodies and how our
heart works

o The basic needs for our bodies to
survive

« About animals and their babies

o About how we are similar to and
different from other people

o About different types of foods

Geography learning goals:

International learning goals:

Society learning goals:

PE learning goals:

ICT learning goals:

Art learning goals:

Science learning goals:




